
MINUTES OF THE REGULATORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, 22 NOVEMBER 2012 

 
Councillors Basu, Brabazon, Christophides, Demirci (Chair), Ejiofor, Mallett, 

McNamara, Peacock (Vice-Chair), Reid, Schmitz and Solomon 
 

 
Apologies Councillor Beacham and Scott 

  

 

MINUTE 

NO. 

 

SUBJECT/ DECISION 

ACTION 

BY 

 

REG63.   
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apo log ies for  absence w ere received f rom  Cllr  Beacham  and 

Cllr  Scot t .  
 

 
 

REG64.   
 

URGENT BUSINESS  

 There w ere no new  it em s of  urgent  business, how ever m int ues 

o f  t he special Licensing Sub Com m it t ees held  on 18 Oct ober 

and 5 Novem ber had been added as lat e it em s under agenda 

it em  4, Minut es.  
 

 
 

REG65.   
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 There w ere no declarat ions o f  in t erest . 
 

 
 

REG66.   
 

MINUTES  

 It  w as not ed t hat  com m ent s m ade by Cllr  Ejio for  w it h  regard t o 

t he per form ance st at ist ics repor t  had been om it t ed f rom  t he 

m inut es o f  t he 29 May 2012; sub ject  t o  t h is being added t o  t he 

m inut es it  w as: 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That  t he m inut es o f  t he 29 May 2012 m eet ing be approved and 

signed by t he Chair .  
 

 
 

REG67.   
 

LICENSING UPDATES  

 Lat e Night  Levy – Regulat ions 

 

Daliah Barret t  present ed t he br ief ing on t he draf t  Lat e Night  

Levy regu lat ions, as set  out  in  t he repor t  circu lat ed, and 

d iscussed t he issues w it h  t he Com m it t ee.  

 

• Concerns w ere raised regard ing t he engagem ent  o f  t he 

po lice in  Licensing m at t ers; it  w as felt  t hat  Mem bers 

should hear  f rom  t he po lice regard ing t he cr it er ia t hey 
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applied in  det erm in ing w het her  t o  m ake represent at ions 

on app licat ions.  

• It  w as felt  t hat  t here needed t o  be a good level o f  

engagem ent  bet w een licensees and t he po lice, as had 

been t he case w hen t he 2003 Licensing Act  w as 

in t roduced.  

• In  assessing t he case for  a Lat e Night  Levy, it  w as felt  t hat  

t here w as a need t o  d iscuss w it h  t he po lice t heir  

resource requ irem ent s around po licing t he lat e n ight  

econom y. 

• Concern w as raised t hat  prem ises cou ld  alt er  t heir  hours 

for  licensable act ivit y in  order  not  t o  be liable for  t he levy 

charge, but  w ould  be ab le t o  allow  cust om ers t o  rem ain 

on t he prem ises w it h  alcohol previously purchased; t h is 

w ould  m ake regu lat ion and enforcem ent  o f  licensable 

act ivit y m ore challeng ing. 

• Concern w as expressed t hat  t here m ay be pressure f rom  

ot her  organ isat ions for  t he Council t o  adopt  t he Lat e 

Night  Levy and t hat  t he Council shou ld  t ry t o  be ahead of  

t he process in  order  t o  be ab le t o  handle such pressure 

appropr iat ely. Ms Barret t  advised t hat  t he po lice had 

ind icat ed t hat  t hey d id  not  in t end t o  t ry t o  in f luence t he 

decision o f  any borough w it h  regards t o  t he adopt ion o f  

t he m easures. 

• It  w as not ed t hat  licensees o f  sm aller  prem ises cou ld  not  

alw ays at t end m eet ings or  forum s as t hey cou ld  not  

close dow n t heir  prem ises in  order  t o  be ab le t o  at t end, 

how ever in form at ion w as d ist r ibut ed t o  all licence 

ho lders t o  ensure t hat  t hey w ere aw are o f  issues 

af fect ing t hem . 

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  t h is issue should  be looked at  in 

great er  det ail in  anot her  t ype o f  w ay, for  exam ple a w ider 

forum  or  sem inar  at t ended by t he po lice and o t her 

responsib le aut hor it ies, rat her  t han a form al m eet ing, t o 

enable a m ore rounded look at  t he relevant  issues. It  w as 

agreed t hat  t h is should  be arranged. 

• The Com m it t ee request ed a fur t her  repor t  t hat  ref lect ed 

t he d iscussions t hat  had been held  w it h  Corporat e Board 

and t he Cabinet  Mem ber around t h is issue. Ms Barret t  

agreed t o  produce a m ore det ailed repor t .  

• Once t he Regulat ory Com m it t ee had considered t h is 

issue in  great er  det ail, w it h  a fu ller  repor t  and evidence 

f rom  ot her  responsib le aut hor it ies, it  w as felt  t o  be 

essent ial t hat  all Councillo rs should be invit ed t o  a 

session on t h is issue, as it  w ould  af fect  all Ward Mem bers.  

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  t h is w as an issue t he Environm ent  

and Housing Scrut iny Panel cou ld  look at ; Cllr  McNam ara 

w ould  cont act  t he Chair  and Ms Barret t  regard ing t aking 

t h is forw ard out side t he m eet ing.  
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• Cllr  Dem irci advised t hat  he w ould  be d iscussing t h is 

issue w it h  t he Cabinet  Mem ber as par t  o f  h is regu lar  

m eet ings as Chair  of  t he Com m it t ee.  

• Ms Barret t  rem inded m em bers t hat  a t rain ing session 

w hich w ould  cover  t h is t op ic w as scheduled for  t he new  

year ; all Com m it t ee Mem bers w ere encouraged t o 

at t end.  

 

Revision o f  St at em ent  o f  Licensing Policy 

 

Daliah Barret t  present ed t he br ief ing on t he need t o  updat e 

t he st at em ent  o f  Licensing Policy, as set  out  in  t he repor t  

circu lat ed, and d iscussed t he issues w it h  t he Com m it t ee.  

 

• Mem bers w ere encouraged t o cont act  Ms Barret t  w it h  

any suggest ed ideas relat ing t o  t he st at em ent  o f  

licensing po licy.  

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  t he process for  engaging w it h  

licensing app licat ions and consu lt at ions should  be m ade 

m ore exp licit  t o  local resident s, in  order  t o  encourage a 

great er  level o f  response t o  app licat ions.  

• It  w as not ed t hat  t he list  o f  consu lt ees needed t o  be 

updat ed t o ref lect  t he change f rom  t he Area Child 

Prot ect ion Com m it t ee t o  t he Local Safeguard ing Board, 

and t he new  Healt h  service st ruct ures. 

• Ms Barret t  advised t hat  w it h  regard t o  ind ividual 

app licat ions, t he Council had t r ialled w r it ing out  t o  local 

resident s w it h in  t he vicin it y o f  prem ises sub ject  t o  a 

licensing app licat ion, but  t hat  t h is had resu lt ed in  a 

sign if icant ly h igher  level o f  w ork for  t he Council and had 

not  led t o  a not iceab le increase in t he num ber o f  

subm issions received.  

• Joan Hancox, Head of  Neighbourhood Services, advised 

t hat  a budget  had been ident if ied  for  consu lt at ion on t he 

St at em ent  o f  Licensing Policy it self .  

• The Com m it t ee suggest ed t hat  t he budget  for  

consu lt at ion on licensing applicat ions should  be 

considered carefu lly t o  ensure it  w as suf f icient  for 

adequat e consu lt at ion, and t hat  t here w as a need t o 

balance af fordab ilit y w it h  ensur ing t hat  consu lt at ion w as 

reach ing all t he appropr iat e people. 

 

Live Music Act  2012 

 

Daliah Barret t  present ed t he br ief ing on t he am endm ent s t o  

t he Licensing Act  2003 cont ained w it h in  t he Live Music Act , as 

set  out  in  t he repor t  circu lat ed, and d iscussed t he issues w it h  

t he Com m it t ee.  
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• In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

conf irm ed t hat  m echanism s w ere in p lace t o  address any 

concerns raised as t he resu lt  o f  com plain t s about  a 

prem ises. 

• It  w as agreed t hat  Ms Barret t  w ould produce a char t  

m apping out  t he var ious p ieces o f  Licensing leg islat ion 

for  t he Com m it t ee’s in form at ion, and t hat  t h is w ould  be 

covered in t he t rain ing in January. 
 

REG68.   
 

DECISIONS MADE UNDER DELEGATED POWERS BETWEEN 14 

MAY AND 4 NOVEMBER 2012 
 

 The Com m it t ee considered a report , p reviously circu lat ed, 

w hich set  out  det ails o f  decisions m ade under delegat ed 

pow ers bet w een 14 May and 4 Novem ber 2012.  

 

• The Com m it t ee d iscussed w het her  t hese f igures should 

com e t o  t he Com m it t ee on a m ore f requent  basis, 

how ever it  w as not ed t hat  t he sam e in form at ion w as 

circu lat ed t o  all Mem bers on a w eekly basis, fo r  t heir  

in form at ion.  

• In  response t o  a request  f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

agreed t hat  t he in form at ion cou ld  be provided in a 

spreadsheet  form at , t o  enable t he dat a t o  be searched 

and /  or  reorganised accord ing t o  t he specif ic 

in form at ion sought .  

• The Com m it t ee asked about  ‘observat ions t o  o t her 

boroughs’, and it  w as conf irm ed t hat  t h is w as w here a 

schem e w as of  such scale in  one borough t hat  

neighbour ing London boroughs w ere consu lt ed on t he 

app licat ion.  

• In  response t o  a quest ion regard ing app licat ions 

af fect ing proper t ies ow ned by t he Council in  o t her  

boroughs, it  w as conf irm ed t hat  t h is w ould  be handled 

by t he Council’s Propert ies Depart m ent , and in  such 

cases t he Council w ould  not  be act ing as t he Local 

Plann ing Aut hor it y. 

• It  w as agreed t hat  a sam pling exercise o f  delegat ed 

decisions w ould  be usefu l, and it  w as agreed t hat  a 

repor t  on t he pr incip les o f  undert aking such an exercise 

should  form  t he basis o f  a repor t  t o  t he Com m it t ee at  a 

fu t ure m eet ing.  

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  t he in form at ion in  t he repor t  

m ight  be m ore usefu l in  a so lely elect ron ic form at , g iven 

t hat  t he in form at ion w as for  not ing on ly, how ever af t er  

som e d iscussion, t he Com m it t ee on balance felt  t hat  t he 

repor t  shou ld  be ret ained.  

• A repor t  w as request ed for  a fu t ure Com m it t ee on t he 

issues t aken in t o  account  w here a delegat ed decision t o  

grant  perm ission w as t aken in  respect  o f  an app licat ion 
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t hat  conf lict ed w it h  p lann ing po licy; it  w as not ed t hat  

t h is issue w as covered in  t he ‘how  t he p lann ing 

app licat ion process w orks’ it em , lat er  on t he agenda. 
 

REG69.   
 

APPEAL DECISIONS DETERMINED MAY - OCTOBER 2012  

 The Com m it t ee considered a repor t , p reviously circu lat ed, on 

appeal decisions det erm ined bet w een May and Oct ober 2012.  

 

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  som e case analysis be undert aken 

t o  ident ify any par t icu lar  learning po in t s f rom  t he 

appeals, and t o  ind icat e w het her  any cost s w ere aw arded 

against  t he Council. It  w as conf irm ed t hat  t h is w as 

already underw ay and m ont h ly review  of  appeal 

decisions w ould  be ongoing. It  w as repor t ed t hat  cost s 

w ould  only be aw arded against  t he Council in  t he event  

t hat  t he Council w as deem ed t o  have behaved 

unreasonably. 

• In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

repor t ed t hat  jud icial review s w ere not  covered by t h is 

repor t ; t here w as one case w hich w as current ly in  t he 

process o f  applying for  jud icial review , and t h is w as 

Wards Corner . 

• It  w as request ed t hat  fu t ure repor t s on appeals should 

ind icat e w here a decision had been considered by 

Com m it t ee, and w het her  t he decision reached had been 

in  line w it h  t he recom m endat ion of  t he p lanning of f icers’ 

repor t .  
 

 
 

REG70.   
 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT, BUILDING CONTROL AND 

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT WORK REPORT 
 

 The Com m it t ee considered a report , p reviously circu lat ed, 

w hich set  out  st at ist ics relat ing t o developm ent  m anagem ent  

and bu ild ing cont ro l since t he last  m eet ing.  

 

• The Chair  asked Marc Dorfm an t o  com m ent  on t he recent  

announcem ent  by Er ic Pickles, Secret ary o f  St at e for  

Com m unit ies and Local Governm ent , in  t he House of  

Com m ons. Mr Dorfm an repor t ed t hat  Mr  Pickles had 

or ig inally nam ed Hackney as t he w orst -per form ing Local 

Plann ing Aut hor it y in  England, and had lat er  correct ed 

t h is t o  Har ingey. Th is w as on based on t he cr it er ion 

relat ing t o  per form ance for  det erm in ing m ajor  

app licat ions w it h in a 13-w eek t im e-f ram e, for  t he year  

2011/ 12. Mr Dorfm an repor t ed t hat  per form ance for 

2012/ 13 w as im proving, w it h  2 o f  4 m ajor  app licat ions so 

far  det erm ined w it h in  t he t arget . 

• Mr Dorfm an out lined som e of  t he m ajor  app licat ions for 

2011/ 12, w hich included several very large and com plex 

schem es, som e applicat ions w hich had on ly m issed t he 
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t arget  by days and som e w here t here had been 

d if f icu lt ies get t ing t he s106 agreem ent  signed, but  he 

acknow ledged t here w ere som e schem es w hich could 

have been bet t er  m anaged. While all o f  t hese 

app licat ions cou ld  have benef it ed f rom  a m ore ef f icient  

approach,  it  w as not ed t hat  som e w ere alw ays going t o 

t ake longer t han 13 w eeks t o  det erm ine, on account  o f  

t heir  com plexit y.  

• Mr Dorfm an advised t hat  per form ance in  respect  o f  

appeals and approvals w as posit ive, and t hat  t he service 

had in t roduced t he Design Panel, m ore design 

assessm ent s, m ore consu lt at ion, includ ing pre-

app licat ion d iscussions involving applicant s and local 

resident s, and w as looking at  t he in t roduct ion o f  

per form ance m onit or ing and m anagem ent . 

 

• The Com m it t ee t hanked Mr Dorfm an for  h is out line. It  

w as acknow ledged t hat , w h ile t he circum st ances o f  t he 

announcem ent  could  have been bet t er , and t he select ion 

o f  t he specif ic cr it er ion on w hich it  w as based clearer , 

Har ingey received relat ively few  m ajor  app licat ions 

com pared w it h  som e ot her  boroughs, and per form ance 

on det erm in ing t hese w it h in  t he 13-w eek t arget  had not  

been accept ab le.  

•  Cllr  McNam ara asked w het her  it  w as t he case t hat  t he 

Leader and Cabinet  Mem ber had been in  possession of  

inaccurat e in form at ion w hen t hey had challenged t he 

DCLG’s f igures; Mr Dorfm an responded t hat  t he 

in form at ion on w hich t he Secret ary o f  St at e’s 

announcem ent  w as based had not  been in  t he pub lic 

dom ain at  t he t im e w hen t he announcem ent  had been 

m ade, and it  had t aken t im e t o  obt ain  t he dat a f rom  t he 

DCLG in  order  t o  advise t he Leader accord ing ly. It  w as 

agreed t hat  a let t er  should be w r it t en t o  t he Cabinet  

Mem ber on behalf  o f  t he Com m it t ee t o  clar ify w hat  

in form at ion he w as provided w it h  in  order  t o  respond t o 

t he Secret ary o f  St at e, and w het her  t h is needed t o  be 

correct ed at  any po in t  subsequent ly. In  response t o  t he 

d irect  quest ion o f  w het her  t he Cabinet  Mem ber had 

been provided w it h  incorrect  in form at ion at  any poin t , 

Mr Dorfm an rep lied t hat  t h is w as not  t he case.  

• The Com m it t ee asked about  t he reasons beh ind t he 

d isappoin t ing per form ance w it h  regards t o  t he 

det erm inat ion  o f  m ajor  applicat ions w it h in  13 w eeks. Mr 

Dorfm an advised t hat  in  2010/ 11 t here had been very few  

m ajor  app licat ions being subm it t ed, and he had t aken 

t he view  t hat  it  w as bet t er  t o  negot iat e in  order  t o  reach 

a po in t  w here o f f icers cou ld recom m end such 

app licat ions for  approval, in  order  t o  br ing t hem  forw ard; 
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in  2011/ 12, it  w as repor t ed t hat  t he Council had received 

9 o f  t he largest  applicat ions it  had ever had t o  deal w it h , 

and t h is had had a negat ive im pact  on t he st at ist ics. Mr 

Dorfm an repor t ed t hat  f igures w ere now  im proving, and 

t hat  over  t he past  f ive m ont hs t w o of  t he four  m ajor  

app licat ions received had been det erm ined w it h in  13 

w eeks. Wit h  regard t o  resources, it  w as repor t ed t hat  

t here had been som e st af f  reduct ions, but  t hat  resources 

w ere not  sign if icant ly less t han in  com parab le London 

boroughs. 

• Cllr  Ejio for  expressed concern regard ing t he 

per form ance levels repor t ed, and t hat  t here had so far 

been no clear  analysis regard ing t he under lying issues for 

t he poor  per form ance. It  w as felt  t hat  t here m ust  be a 

w ay o f  det erm in ing app licat ions m ore qu ickly, and t hat  it  

w as not  accept able sim ply t o  repor t  on t he per form ance; 

in form at ion m ust  also be provided on t he act ions being 

t aken t o  rem edy t he sit uat ion. There w as a need t o  

balance t he requ irem ent  t o  reso lve app licat ions in  a 

t im ely m anner w it h ensur ing t hat  correct  decisions w ere 

br ing m ade. It  w as agreed t hat  a m ore det ailed repor t  on 

t he w ork being undert aken t o  address t he per form ance 

issues against  t h is t arget  should  be brought  back t o  t he 

next  m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. 

•  Mr Dorfm an advised t hat  w ork d id  need t o  be done t o  

im prove t he t im eliness o f  decisions on m ajor 

app licat ions, but  t hat  per form ance in  respect  o f  appeals 

w as very good, w hich ind icat ed t hat  accurat e decisions 

w ere being m ade.   

• In  response t o  a com m ent  f rom  t he Com m it t ee 

regard ing w hy inform at ion not  being in  t he pub lic 

dom ain m eant  t hat  it  w as not  possib le for  t he Cabinet  

Mem ber t o  be supplied w it h  accurat e dat a, Mr Dorfm an 

advised t hat  t he Cabinet  Mem ber w as provided w it h t he 

st at ist ics held  by t he Council, but  t hat  t hey t hen needed 

t o  check w it h t he DCLG t he specif ic w ay in  w hich t heir  

st at ist ics had been present ed in  order  t o  ensure t hat  t he 

Council’s ow n dat a w as present ed in  a com parab le w ay.  

• The Com m it t ee asked w het her  any com plain t s had been 

m ade regard ing t he non-det erm inat ion o f  app licat ions; 

Paul Sm it h  advised t hat  t here had been an appeal in 

respect  o f  non-det erm inat ion at  163 Tot t enham  Lane, but  

t hat  t he appeal had been w on by t he Council. 

• It  w as clar if ied  t hat  an app licat ion w as classif ied as a 

m ajor  app licat ion if  it  w as over  1,000m 2, or  m ore t han 10 

resident ial unit s. 

• The Com m it t ee expressed concern t hat  13 w eeks m ay 

not  be suf f icient  t im e for  par t icu lar ly large or  com plex 

app licat ions w here ext ensive consu lt at ion w as requ ired, 
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and asked w hat  t he penalt y w as w here t h is t arget  w as 

not  m et . Mr  Dorfm an advised t he current  penalt y w as 

t hat  det erm inat ion o f  t he app licat ion cou ld  be t aken out  

o f  t he hands o f  t he local p lann ing aut hor it y. Under t he 

new  Grow t h and In f rast ruct ure Bill, local p lann ing 

aut hor it ies w ho w ere failing  on one o f  t w o cr it er ia, m ajor 

app licat ions and appeals, w ould  be put  on special 

m easures, m eaning t hat  decisions w ould  t ransfer  d irect ly 

t o  t he Secret ary o f  St at e. 

•  Concern w as expressed t hat , by t rying t o  m eet  t he 13 

w eek t arget  for  som e com plex app licat ions, t here w as a 

r isk t hat  o f f icers w ould be m ore focussed on t im escales 

t han t he qualit y o f  t he w ork being undert aken – t here 

w as a need t o m eet  st andards in respect  o f  bot h 

t im eliness and pro fessionalism . 

• It  w as suggest ed t hat  t here should  be a sp lit  bet w een 

p lanning and regenerat ion, as it  w as felt  t hat  t hese t w o  

aspect s o f  t he service cou ld conf lict  w it h  one anot her , 

fo r  exam ple w it h  t he Spurs and GLS developm ent s. Mr 

Dorfm an accept ed t hat  t he p lann ing app licat ions such as 

Law rence Road, Spurs and GLS, cou ld  have been handled 

m ore ef f icient ly, but  t hat  t he level o f  consu lt at ion 

requ ired m eant  t hat  t hey w ould  alw ays have t aken a long 

t im e t o  reso lve. It  w as felt  t hat  developm ent  and 

econom ic invest m ent  had cont inued t o  be delivered 

dur ing t he recession and t hat  w hile bot h  p lann ing and 

regenerat ion cam e under t he sam e depart m ent , it  w as 

not  felt  t hat  t here w as a conf lict  bet w een t he t w o.  

• The Com m it t ee asked about  t he current  st at us o f  t he 

p lanning app licat ion relat ing t o  19 Lansdow ne Road, as 

t w o Plann ing Sub Com m it t ee m eet ings had been held 

since a decision had been t aken t hat  t he applicat ion 

should  be det erm ined by t he Sub Com m it t ee rat her  t han 

delegat ed decision. Mr Sm it h  advised t hat  o f f icers had 

been asked t o  undert ake fur t her  w ork on t he assessm ent  

o f  t he issues around dem olit ion w it h in  a Conservat ion 

Area.    

• The Com m it t ee em phasised t he need for  t arget  

t im efram es t o  be t aken ser iously, as if  t hese w ere not  

m et  in  fu t ure t here w as a chance t he local p lann ing 

aut hor it y could  be put  on special m easures. It  w as not ed 

t hat  not  all o f  t he m ajor  applicat ions had been of  

except ional scale or  sign if icance and t hat  poor 

per form ance w as not  accept ab le – it  w as necessary t o 

review  t he processes t o  ident ify w here t he delays w ere 

occurr ing and t o  deal w it h  t hese. 

• In  sum m ary on t h is t op ic, t he Chair  conf irm ed t hat  t he 

Com m it t ee w ant ed a repor t  back f rom  Mr Dorfm an and 

t he Direct or  o f  Place and Sust ainab ilit y on t he m easures 
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being put  in  p lace t o  address per form ance against  t h is 

t arget , fo r  t he next  m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. The Chair  

conf irm ed t hat  he w ould com m unicat e all o f  t he po in t s 

raised by t he Com m it t ee d irect ly w it h  t he Cabinet  

Mem ber and Direct or . 

 

• Wit h regards t o  t he st at ist ics for  Bu ild ing Cont ro l, it  w as 

not ed t hat  t he Council w as per form ing w ell, and t hat  

bu ild ing cont ro l services w as a com pet it ive f ield . Mr 

Sm it h  advised t hat  developers had t he opt ion t o  use 

alt ernat ive approved inspect ors rat her  t han t he Council’s 

in -house bu ild ing cont ro l service, in w hich case t he 

Council had no invo lvem ent  un less t here w as an 

enforcem ent  issue. It  w as repor t ed t hat  t here w as no 

form al research com par ing t he qualit y o f  ext ernal 

bu ild ing cont ro l inspect ors w it h  Council services but  t he 

fact  t hat  t he Council w as able t o  be com pet it ive in  t h is 

area and had ret ained local business on t he basis o f  it s 

per form ance ind icat ed t hat  t he Council w as per form ing 

w ell. 

• Concerns w ere raised t hat  ser ious accident s cou ld  occur 

on a sit e w here an ext ernal inspect or  w as being 

em ployed, and t he Council w ould  not  necessar ily be 

m ade aw are o f  t h is.  

• The Com m it t ee asked if  it  w ould  be possib le for  t he 

Council t o  provide bu ild ing cont ro l services t o  o t her  local 

aut hor it ies, in  response t o  w hich Mr Dorfm an advised 

t hat  t here w ere opport un it ies t o  w ork in  par t nersh ip  

w it h  o t her  aut hor it ies, and t he Council already had 9 

such cont ract s in  p lace. Expanding t he provision o f  t he 

Council’s services fur t her  in  t h is m anner w ould  require a 

business case.  

• It  w as conf irm ed t hat  bu ild ing cont ro l w as a st at u t ory 

funct ion, but  t hat  t here w as no requ irem ent  for  t h is t o  

be provided in-house and cou ld  be cont ract ed out .  

• In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

conf irm ed t hat  t he Council w ould  act  in  t he event  o f  a 

bu ild ing becom ing unsafe regard less o f  w het her  an 

ext ernal inspect or had been used, as dangerous 

st ruct ures w as an area w here t he Council had a st at u t ory 

ob ligat ion t o  t ake act ion.  

• The Com m it t ee w ere encouraged t o  cont act  Bob McIver  

if  t hey requ ired any fur t her  in form at ion around bu ild ing 

cont ro l issues.  

 

  
 

REG71.   
 

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT UPDATE - HALF YEAR REPORT 1 

APRIL TO 20 SEPTEMBER 2012 
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 The Com m it t ee considered a repor t , p reviously circu lat ed, on 

p lanning enforcem ent ’s progress in  m ain t ain ing service 

delivery for  t he f irst  half  o f  2012/ 13. Myles Joyce, Plann ing 

Enforcem ent  Team  Leader, advised t hat  t he repor t  covered  

in form at ion up t o t he 30
t h
 Sept em ber 2012, and t hat  t he 

num ber o f  open cases should read 394. 

 

• Mr Joyce advised t hat  ‘m inded t o  uphold ’ w it h  regards t o  

an appeal m eant  t hat  t he app licant  m ay receive p lann ing 

perm ission on appeal, but  w ould st ill be f ined for  breach 

o f  a p lann ing enforcem ent  not ice. 

• Mr Joyce repor t ed t hat  t he service w as looking t o 

undert ake som e analysis o f  appeal decisions, as t here 

appeared t o be som e d iscrepancy bet w een appeal 

decisions in  d if ferent  areas of  t he borough as w ell as for 

reasons o f  qualit y cont ro l.  

• It  w as repor t ed t hat  a POCA (Proceeds o f  Cr im e Act ) case 

w as heard and t he Crow n Court  conf iscat ed £141,000 

f rom  t he defendant s. A fur t her  POCA case is scheduled 

for  next  m ont h. Anot her  possib le case m ay be in  t he 

p ipeline, but  w as at  an ear ly st age. The Com m it t ee w as 

p leased t o not e t he use o f  POCA, and suggest ed t hat  

local w ard councillo rs cou ld  be w r it t en t o , t o  let  t hem  

know  w hen successfu l act ion had been t aken in  t heir  

area. It  w as also suggest ed t hat  successes under POCA 

could be com m unicat ed at  t he land lords’ fo rum , or  via 

social m edia sit es such as Harr ingay Online, in  order  t o  

spread t he w ord w hen successfu l act ion had been t aken. 

• Tony Michael, Legal Services, advised t hat  t he Council 

received 18.75% of  t he am ount  aw arded, but  t hat  t here 

w as a cost  im plicat ion in  reach ing t he po in t  at  w hich a 

rew ard w as m ade, and it  also depended on t he am ount  

being recoverab le f rom  t he defendant . It  w as also not ed 

t hat  defendant  could  opt  for  a pr ison t erm  rat her  t han  

pay t he am ount  aw arded.  Alt hough t hat  w ould  not  

ext ingu ish t he debt ,  fu r t her  legal act ion (and 

consequent ly delay) w ould  be sust ained t o 

act ually recover  t he aw ard. 
 

 
 

REG72.   
 

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT UPDATE - AREA FORUMS FROM 2009-

12 AND FIRST HALF OF 2012-13 
 

 The Com m it t ee considered a repor t , p reviously circu lat ed, on 

Plann ing Enforcem ent ’s progress in  m ain t ain ing service 

delivery f rom  2009-12 w hen broken dow n in t o const it uent  Area 

Forum s, and t he cum ulat ive w eight  o f  caseload and 

enforcem ent  act ivit y. The repor t  also gave an updat e o f  cases 

received and closed for  each w ard and area for  t he f irst  half  o f  

2012–13. 
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In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

conf irm ed t hat  t here had been an increase in enforcem ent  

act ivit y borough-w ide includ ing Nort hum ber land Park and 

Whit e Hart  Lane, and t h is w as ref lect ed in  t he increase in  cases 

and form al enforcem ent  act ion. It  w as not ed t hat  t he num ber 

o f  cases var ied bet w een w ards as d id  form al enforcem ent  

act ivit y, w it h  less form al act ion in  t he w est  o f  t he borough 

t han t he east , but  w it h  t he propor t ion o f  cases reso lved being 

sim ilar , ref lect ing t he d if ferent  nat ure o f  breaches o f  p lann ing 

bet w een t he t w o par t s o f  t he borough.  
 
 

REG73.   
 

TRAVEL PLANS: POLICY, GUIDANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION  

 The Com m it t ee considered a repor t , p reviously circu lat ed, on 

t he Council’s po licy around t he t hreshold  for  requ ir ing t ravel 

p lans, gu idance used t o  ident ify best  pract ice and issues 

surrounding ef fect ive delivery. The Com m it t ee w as asked t o 

consider  and support  t he suggest ion t hat  app licat ions 

requ ir ing a t ravel p lan not  be validat ed unt il t he p lan w as 

subm it t ed, and t hat  all t ravel p lans be secured by s106 

agreem ent , in  order  t o  st rengt hen t he Council’s processes for  

requ ir ing, im plem ent ing and m onit or ing t ravel p lans.  

 

The Com m it t ee w elcom ed t he idea o f  st rengt hen ing t he 

Council’s processes for  m onit or ing t ravel p lans, as 

enforcem ent  around t h is issue w as essent ial in  order  t o  avo id 

prob lem s in fu t ure. In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he 

Com m it t ee, it  w as conf irm ed t hat  po licy around t ravel p lans 

w as updat ed on a regu lar  basis, in  line w it h  gu idance issued by 

Transport  for  London. It  w as repor t ed t hat  t h is and ot her  

issues w ere looked at  by t he p lann ing po licy group, t o  ensure 

t hat  po licies w ere com plem ent ary and based on local evidence.  
 

 
 

REG74.   
 

LOW CAR / CAR FREE DEVELOPMENT  

 The Com m it t ee considered a report , p reviously circu lat ed, 

w hich set  out  t he po licies and im plem ent at ion issues 

surrounding low  car  and car  f ree resident ial developm ent s.  

 

The Com m it t ee not ed t hat  w henever t he issue o f  low  car  or  car  

f ree developm ent s cam e up in  a p lann ing app licat ion, t h is 

t ended t o  be qu it e cont ent ious, and t ied in  w it h  t he issue o f  

CPZs. 

 

It  w as felt  t hat  t h is w as an issue w hich w arrant ed longer 

d iscussion, and as t he t im e w as approach ing 10pm , it  w as 

agreed t hat  t h is it em  be ad journed t o  t he next  m eet ing of  t he 

Com m it t ee, and t he rem ain ing it em s on t he agenda be 

deferred t o  t he sam e m eet ing. 
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REG75.   
 

HOW THE PLANNING APPLICATION PROCESS WORKS  

 Th is it em  w as deferred t o  t he next  m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. 
 

 
 

REG76.   
 

INFORMATION REPORT - THE WORKINGS OF THE STREET 

NAMING AND NUMBERING PROCESS IN NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
 

 Th is it em  w as deferred t o  t he next  m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. 
 

 
 

REG77.   
 

THE ROLE OF WARD COUNCILLORS IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 

PLANNING OFFICERS AND APPLICANTS 
 

 Th is it em  w as deferred t o  t he next  m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. 
 

 
 

REG78.   
 

NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS  

 RESOLVED 

 

That the minutes of the special Licensing Sub Committees held on 18 
October and 5 November be approved and signed by their respective 
Chairs. 

 

The Chair  advised t he Com m it t ee t hat  he w as m eet ing w it h  t he 

Direct or  o f  Place and Sust ainab ilit y, t he Assist ant  Direct or , 

Plann ing, Regenerat ion and Econom y and t he Cabinet  Mem ber  

on a regu lar  basis t o  feed back t he view s of  t he Com m it t ee. 

The Chair  also encouraged Mem bers o f  t he Com m it t ee t o  

accom pany enforcem ent  response of f icers on dut y, as he had 

found t h is a valuable exercise.   

 

It  w as agreed t hat  a dat e for  t he next  m eet ing o f  t he 

Com m it t ee should be sought  for  January or  ear ly February 

2013. 

 

 

The m eet ing closed at  10pm . 
 

 
 

 

CLLR ALI DEMIRCI 

 
Chair 
 

 
 


